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Thank you to all of our FRIENDS of GOLF!

Friends of Golf 45th Annual 

CHARITY GOLF  
TOURNAMENT

OCTOBER 20, 2025
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FRIENDS OF GOLF (FOG)
Originally founded in 1979, Friends of Golf (FOG) has donated over $11 million 
to both national and Southern California college, high school and non-profit 
golf-focused organizations. Legendary professional golfer and Bel-Air Country 
Club teaching pro Eddie Merrins (“The Little Pro”) and a group of Los Angeles-
area golfer helped organize FOG’s first annual golf tournament intended to 
benefit the neighboring UCLA men’s golf program. Since then, FOG has hosted 
42 annual charity golf tournaments at Bel-Air Country Club and honored 
some of the game’s top stars including Jack Nicklaus, Sir Nick Faldo, Annika 
Sorenstam, Phil Mickelson, Brooks Koepka, Dustin Johnson, Lorena Ochoa and 
Collin Morikawa. FOG supports student athlete golfers by instilling the values 
of honesty, ethics, and fellowship with a true appreciation for the game. From 
the time boys and girls enter grade school through the end of their college 
experience, FOG makes it possible for aspiring junior golfers (irrespective of 
economic standing) to play, compete and excel in this exceptional sport. 

FOG also backs a number of leading national amateur golf awards including 
The Ben Hogan Trophy, presented each year to the top male college golfer 
and The Dinah Shore Trophy, which is similarly presented to the top female 
golfer through a joint venture with the LPGA Foundation. Friends of Golf, Inc. 
is recognized as a non-profit, tax-deductible organization through Federal I.D. 
#95-3668541 and the State of California Franchise Tax Board Organization 
#1058257. (www.friendsofgolf.org)

Prize & Marketing Coordinator
Contact: Tammy Booth
Tel: (805) 630-8705

E-mail: tammy@friendsofgolf.org

Corporate Office
Contact: Greylin Rue
Tel: (323) 574-4097

Email: greylin@friendsofgolf.org
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7:00 AM	�������������������������������������������Parking & Registration at Bel-Air Country Club

7:00 AM	����������������������������������������Continental Breakfast provided by Bristol Farms

8:00 AM............................. Morning shotgun start (25 foursomes – 100 players)

11:00 AM..................................... Parking & Registration — at Bel-Air Country Club 
Mid-Morning Play

10:00 AM – 2:00 PM............................................Buffet Luncheon in the Grill Room

ALL DAY........................................................ Food and Beverage on the Golf Course,  
Hole #5 and Cantina Area

CLINIC

12:00 PM.....................Golf Clinic on First Tee – Tommy Gardner and “Jr. Friends”

1:00 PM........................... Afternoon shotgun start (25 foursomes – 100 players)

EVENING FESTIVITIES

3:00 – 6:00 PM........... “The Putting Green” sponsored by Aero, Blue Ash Farm, 
Four Seasons Maui at Wailea, Lalo Blanco, Long Drink, Ysidro Sake Spritz  

and more. Includes Silent Auction Displays, Food, Drinks and Music!

6:00 PM	���������������������������������������Cocktails, Silent Auction on the Clubhouse Patio

7:00 PM	�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Adjourn to Dining Room

7:15 PM	������������������������������������������������������������ Dinner, Live Auction and Cash Appeal  

8:20 PM	������������������������������������������������������������ Close of Silent Auction (approximate)

8:20 PM	������������������������������������������ Awards Presentation and Interview of Honoree

TOURNAMENT DAY SCHEDULE

Golf course refreshments provided by:
Bristol Farms and Heineken

Wine sponsored by:
Tom Debrowski

Food and Beverages provided by:  
Bel-Air Country Club
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Welcome to the 45th Annual FOG Charity Golf Tournament as iit 
returns to Bel-Air Country Club. This year, we’re excited to have Sahith 
Theegala place his name alongside the other great FOG honorees. 
Only a few years removed from Pepperdine University where he was a 
three-time NCAA All-American, Sahith is already leaving his mark on 
the PGA Tour. Born in Orange, California, Sahith secured his first PGA 
Tour victory at the Fortinet Championship in 2023. We are also thrilled 
to honor Philip Frengs with The Ken Venturi “Spirit of Giving” Award at 
this year’s event. Phil is a UCLA grad and the Founder, President and 
CEO of Legistics, who has helped raise millions for local charities and 
created hundreds of college scholarships through his efforts with the 
Southern California Golf Association (SCGA) Junior Golf Foundation 
over the last several decades. 

As always, we wish to extend our deepest gratitude to our terrific 
sponsors, our loyal participants, and our wonderful volunteers. The 
support given to FOG over the years has allowed us to donate over 
$11 million to a variety of youth golf organizations that include SCGA 
Junior, SCPGA Junior Tour, high schools, colleges, and many other 
deserving organizations promoting the future of golf. We also want to 
send out a special thanks to our long-time title sponsor Konica Minolta. 
They have been an exceptional partner in helping FOG realize its 
mission of ensuring the future of the great game of golf. 

With Great Appreciation,

WELCOME

Sal Cimbolo 
Chairman & CEO

Peter Best 
President
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Dana Anderson* 

William Anderson 

Michael Baxter* 

Garrett Bland 

Kevin Boylan  

William Coffin* 

Richard Crane, Jr.* 

Ian Crockett 

Thomas Debrowski 

Scott Diehl*  

Sam Errigo 

Kenneth Fearn*  

John Fechushak 

Joseph Fields  

Robert French  

Thomas Gardner, PGA 

P.J. Gilbert 

Brent Gledhill 

Sharon Hills  

John Hoffman 

David Houck 

Al Keahi 

Ross Levinsohn 

Stephen Lombardo, M.D. 

Andrew McDonald 

Cade McNown 

Mason Merrins  

Christopher Moore* 

 John Morris 

David Mullen*  

Ron Paolucci*  

Gregory Penske  

Robert Rehme*  

David Reneker  

Thomas Roley* 

Kai Sato 

Joseph Sindelar, Jr. 

Bob Somers 

Rick Taylor  

Barry Thurston* 

Frank Verducci 

Ed Wilson 

James Widdoes 

*Director Emeritus

2024-2025 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Sal Cimbolo, Chairman & CEO

Peter Best, President

Ted Coyne, Vice President & Tournament Chairman

William Harper, Treasurer



6

AUCTIONEER
Mike Grigg

BAGPIPER
Harry Farrar

BEL-AIR PRO SHOP
Tom Gardner, Director of Golf
Marianne Huning, Merchandise Manager  
	 & Assistant Golf Professional
Jerome Andrews, Assistant Golf  
	 Professional
Nick Newsom, Assistant Golf Professional
Jorge Roman, Manager of Player Services
Nick Redmond, Tournament Director/ 
	 First Assistant
Ted Wrubleski, Starter
Bryan Bergna, Starter

BEL-AIR STAFF
Adam Fannon, General Manager
Anthony Cotroneo, Executive Chef
Corey Bross, Assistant Food & 
	 Beverage Director
James Conlon, Food & Beverage Manager
Courtney Hogenson, Wine Program 
Manager
Savannah Gutierrez, Director of Catering & 	
	 Special Events
Antonio Lira, Banquet Manager
Justin Depippo, Golf Course Superintendent
Ernie Hernandez, Property Manager
Daniel Gonzalez, Locker Room Manager

FOG STAFF
Peter Best, President
Tammy Booth, Prize & Marketing Coordi-
nator
Sal Cimbolo, Chairman & CEO
Ted Coyne, VP & Tournament Chair
David Houck, Board Member
Al Keahi, Grand Prize Chair
John Morris, Board Member
Greylin James Rue, Corporate Secretary

FINANCE
William Harper, FOG Treasurer
Joy Derdiger, FOG Account Manager
Mark Goodman
Eva Gonzalez

GUEST INTERVIEWER
Rick Neuheisel

JOURNAL
Sue Moylan, Crest Marketing (Printer)
Emily Rich, Emily Rich Design, Inc.  
	 (Graphic Designer)

MASTER OF CEREMONIES
Sam Lagana

PHOTOGRAPHY
Paul Lester

REGISTRATION/ON-COURSE
Ted Coyne
Tammy Booth
Greylin James Rue
Carol Altshiller
Lynn Brewer
Bill Coffin
Ruthie Cotes
Heather Daims
Carole Earle
Kathy Fabela
Jayne Geisler
Julia Hall
Barb Hornak
Vicky Lagos (CIF)
Cynthia Landes
Deb Larson
Chery Lineberry
Carol Lockett
Pat Martzen
Joyce Mussenden
Janet O’Donnell
Dallas Poffenroft
Sue Robeletto
Connie Simons

JOURNAL ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
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REGISTRATION/ON-COURSE cont.
Paula Sindberg
Liza Theval
Steve Torti
Marlene Uebel
Susan Wheeler
Sheridan Wiggett
Jane Wortman
MJ Zahyna

SPONSOR OF WINE
Tom Debrowski

SPONSORSHIPS 
Peter Best
Sal Cimbolo
Ted Coyne
Sharon Hills

STORAGE
Anderson Holdings
Ted Coyne

TOURNAMENT SUPPORT
Westchester Women’s Golf Association

Colleges/Universities
Long Beach State University 
Occidental College
UCLA
Pepperdine
CSUN

High Schools
Crespi High School
Venice High School

Junior Golf Programs
SCGA Junior
SCPGA Junior Tour

TRUCKS
Roger and Greg Penske

VALET ATTENDANTS
Anderson Edwards
Trevor Hada
Andres Martin
Angel Perez Grajeda
Gio Salazar
William Barfield
Miguel Robles
Martin Trujillo
Mainor Toj

Special thanks to the Bel-Air Country Club Board of Directors,  
the General Manager, Adam Fannon and his staff  

for their hospitality and invaluable help.

FOG appreciates everyone’s help in making  
the tournament and evening gala a success!

JOURNAL ACKNOWLEDGMENTS



ON COURSE

Hole # 	 Sponsor/Event

3	 JOHNNIE-O (“Closest to the Pin” competition) / $100,000 HOLE-IN-ONE 

4-5	 BRISTOL FARMS / L.A. GOLF CLUB / ITC GOLF with AMAWATERWAYS

5	 KOREAN AIR (“Closest to the Pin” competition) 

10	 2025 TOYOTA TACOMA HOLE-IN-ONE 

14-15	 BRISTOL FARMS “CANTINA”

16	� 2025 LEXUS NX 350 AWD HOLE-IN-ONE  (3-year lease) /  
LEXUS “CHAMPIONS FOR CHARITY”

PUTTING GREEN	 REGISTRATION

NOON GOLF CLINIC	 EASY PICKER GOLF

AERO				   HJ GLOVE

BLUE ASH FARM

FOUR SEASONS MAUI AT WAILEA 

LALO BLANCO

LONG DRINK

YSIDRO SAKE SPRITZ

TEE SPONSORS

2025 FOG CHARITY GOLF TOURNAMENT  
On Course Sponsors & Prize Donors

ACE

ANDERSON HOLDINGS

COMMERCE CASINO

CROSSBAY CAPITAL

DELARME WEALTH MANAGEMENT

DISH-SLING-BOOST MOBILE

DREAMCATCHER MEDIA

FPA FUNDS

HIGHVIEW CAPITAL

JONES MAYER LAW

KONICA MINOLTA (Title Sponsor) 

LEGISTICS

MORGAN STANLEY PWM

PLEASANT HOLIDAYS

SCHIELE FAMILY FOUNDATION

SNIBBE ORTHOPEDICS 

WARNER RECORDS

WHITE & CASE

WILLIAM BLAIR & COMPANY

8
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PRIZES

$100,000 HOLE-IN-ONE

Friends of Golf, again this year, has established a cash prize of $100,000 for  
a hole-in-one. $50,000 in cash will be awarded to any registered amateur  
competitor who makes a hole-in-one on the 164-yard hole #3, and $50,000 in 
cash will go to Friends of Golf to allow us to expand our support of junior golf.

This award includes a provision of prize restoration in which the maximum 
prize value is restored automatically to its original amount for each and every 
hole-in-one occurring during the tournament on hole #3. The same division, 
$50,000 to the competitor and $50,000 to Friends of Golf, will apply to any 
subsequent hole-in-one of team members. In 2022, Steve Russell was the first 
to make a HIO in over two decades.

HOLE-IN-ONE RULES

1. The hole-in-one must occur by an official registered amateur competitor.

2. No practice shots or mulligans are permitted.

3. Hole-in-one must be attested by two non-contestant observers stationed  

    at the target hole, the successful competitor and one playing partner.

4. Competitor must submit a signed and completed scorecard.

5. Acceptance of hole-in-one award of a car or cash subjects recipient to 
    forfeiture of amateur status (USGA Rules of Golf).
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2024–2025 BEST FRIENDS
We are thankful for the Best Friends donors listed below who have 
made a cash donation of $500 or more. Or who have paid to participate 
in the FOG Golf Tournament. Their support helps FOG continue to give 
the game of golf to aspiring juniors who want to play.

Alex Bastinelli   
Arthur Chapman   

Alan and  
Deby Frank 
Adam Zeen   

Arthur   
Bill Anderson 

Bruce Bradshaw 
Bryan Chandler 
Bill Finestone   
Brent Gledhill 
Bob Schiele 
Chris Brandt   
Craig Lawson   
Christopher 

Sheppard  
David Ciabattari 

Dan Dufner 
David Gianascoli   

David Houck 
Daniel Jr   

David M Normoyle 
Dorthy L Pepper 
Deborah Pfeifer   

Dylan Ward   
Eric Donnelly 

Erik Peterson   
Ed Wilson 

Eric Zagorki 
Gary Baker   

Garret Bland 
Grant Burns   

George Davis   
Gregory Penske 

Jacob Best 
Jerry Blaine 

Joe Blatchford   
Josh Bleiweis 

John Brightman 
Joshua Bleiweis 

Jim Defranco 
Jeff Delarme 
Joe Drysdale 

James Groschan 
Jeanne and  

Andrew Hendrie 
John Hodgemen   

John Hoffman 
John Kobara  

Jared Lanctot  
John Leahy   

Jones Mayer 

John Morris 
James Payne 
Jon Rashap 

Joseph Sindelar 
Jason Snibbe   

Jack Talley   
Jane Wortman 

Karen Ford   
Kendra Jones   

Ken Tan    
Kevin Kannel   
Kyle King and 
Sandra King 

Laura Blackmer 
Larry Hutcher   
Mark Hancock 
Philip Frengs 

Patrick Gilbert   
Peter and  

Diana Lannon 
Patrick Lehman 
Rick Bastinelli 
Renaissance 
Charitable 

Founndation
Robert Hill 

Richard Jones 
Rafaay Kamran 
Ronald Murphy   
Robert Schiele   
Ronald Silveira  

Shurtleff 
Satterfield 

Scott Anschuetz 
Shaan Baren

Scott Chernoff
Sam Errigo 

Shanahan Family 
Schiele Family 
Sandra Jones   
Steve Smith 

Steven Smith   
Thomas Atamian 
Tommy Cataldo 
Thor Chapman 

Tom Corson 
Tommy Mclnerny 

Thomas Moran 
William Garmany  
William Kingore   

Wayne Pratt   

To learn more about becoming a Best Friend visit:  
www.friendsofgolf.org/donations

Thank you for your support of FOG!
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Sahith Theegala is playing with the world’s greatest golfers on the PGA 
Tour, and every week the golf world is getting better acquainted with the 
friendly personality and nonstop work ethic that is winning him new fans 
every time he plays. 

2024 was a terrific season for Sahith, and he finished in 3rd place on the 
FedEx Cup points list. He made 21 cuts in 25 events played, and had 9 top 
10 finishes. He also earned his first chance to represent the U.S. with a 
place on the victorious Presidents Cup Team. In September 2023, Sahith 
earned his first individual PGA Tour win at the Fortinet Championship, a 
two-shot victory over the field. In the fall of 2022, he earned his first win 
at the QBE Shootout with Tom Hoge, and he has a total of 7 other top ten 
finishes. In the 2021/2022 PGA Tour season, Sahith’s best finish was T2 at 
the Travelers Championship. He also finished T3 at the WM Phoenix Open, 
where he held the lead for the first three days, T5 at the Memorial, T7 at the 
Valspar Championship and T8 at the Sanderson Farms Championship. He 
finished in the top 30 on the FedEx Cup points list for the season..

During the 2020/2021 season, Sahith played on both the PGA and Korn 
Ferry Tours, making the cut in 18 of a total of 24 events played. He finished 
high enough on the Korn Ferry Tour points list to earn PGA Tour membership 
for the 2021/2022 season.

CONGRATULATIONS  
2025 HONOREE

SAHITH THEEGALA
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Sahith was the leading college golfer in the United States in 2020, and only 
the fifth player to receive all three of the top golfer awards in one season: the 
Fred Haskins Award, the Ben Hogan Award and the Jack Nicklaus Award. This 
recognition made him a player to watch as he began his professional career 
in 2020 after graduation from Pepperdine University. A four-year member 
of the Pepperdine golf team, Sahith gathered 4 individual tournament titles, 
including the Alister MacKenzie and Southwestern Invitational events in 
2020. He was selected three times as an All-American, and he also had many 
impressive accomplishments in the highest levels of amateur competition. 
In 2020 he was the wire to wire winner of the Australian Master of the 
Amateurs tournament at Victoria Golf Club. In 2017 Sahith played in the U. 
S. Open and PGA Tour’s Genesis Open as an amateur and was selected as a 
member of the 2018 Arnold Palmer Cup U.S. team.

Sahith is from Chino Hills, California, and he now lives in Jupiter, Florida. He 
began his golf career early, exhibiting great skill and early abilities on the 
course. He was the champion of the prestigious international Junior World 
Golf Championship at ages 6, 8 and 10, and had numerous victories on the 
AJGA Junior circuits. By the end of high school he had played in 3 U.S. Junior 
Amateur Championships, and also won the 2010 Junior Masters.
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Phil Frengs has a long-time presence in 
Los Angeles. Having arrive in Southern 
California from his hometown of San 
Mateo in the Bay Are, Phil attended UCLA. 
Upon graduation he began a career in sales 
and management. 

Phil became an entrepreneur when he 
founded Legistics formerly known as The 
COPi Companies. As his business grew 
and his association within and outside his 
industry, Phil was inspired to “give back”. 
The opportunity to begin his charitable 
activities in earnest presented itself with an introductory meeting with 
Carrie Forsyth, UCLA’s newly hired Women’s Golf Coach. The Bruin women’s 
golf program needed an angel….as was developed Eddie “the Little Pro” for 
Men’s golf at UCLA which is the origin of Friends of Golf.

While Phil’s contribution pales to what Eddie and his Friends have 
contributed to both UCLA golf, collegiate golf, high school golf and junior 
golf, he did organize with a small committee the Bruin 18 golf event, held 
annually that provides funding to the development and operations of UCLA 
women’s golf. Phil hosted and chaired the Bruin 18 for many years at his 
home course, Palos Verdes Golf club. Over the past twenty years, Phil’s 
efforts have resulted in more than $ 1 million dollar in funding for UCLA.

The idea of combining his charitable efforts with his passion for golf, Phil 
became involved with the SCGA Junior Golf Foundation. Initially a member 
of the scholarship committee, Phil in a wrap up after interviewing candidates 
for college scholarships opined to his fellow committee members that to 
be able to keep the promise to the young people receiving scholarships…
an independent funding source was a necessity. Phil originated a benefit 
invitational golf tournament at Pebble Beach. That tournament, the COPi 
Cup presented by Legistics has operated annually for the past 13 years. 
Over that time, the generosity of the players and other donors has resulted 
in more than $2.3 million dollars raised… all going to college scholarships 

2025 KEN VENTURI 
“SPIRIT OF GIVING” AWARD RECIPIENT

PHILIP J. FRENGS
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for juniors who participate the SCGA Junior 
golf programing. 

Phil has served three terms on the SCGA 
Junior Golf Foundation board of directors 
and was its President in 2017.

While golf and philanthropy are often words used when describing Phil, 
there is another side to his “giving” mission. Phil has been a long-time 
motorsports enthusiast having sponsored sportscar teams over the past 
sixteen years. Something changed at the end of 2013, when Phil’s late wife 
Mimi was diagnosed with early-onset Alzheimer’s disease. Beginning in 
2017, Phil formed a foundation, Racing to End Alzheimer’s inspired by Mimi’s 
final journey through the challenges of dementia. Phil’s take, was to create 
awareness, develop funding and to use motorsports to activate people to 
honor or remember their loved ones both family and friends by putting 
those names and hometowns on the racecar rather than company names 
and brands. This unique approach is now in season nine has already raised 
more than $1.2 million dollars. Those funds have been directed by donors to 
the UCLA Alzheimer’s and Dementia Care Program, which focuses on care-
giving support including social and psychological assistance to those who 
provide the care. Also, a beneficiary is the Nantz National Alzheimer Center 
at Houston Methodist. NNAC is a best of breed scientific organization now 
over 12 years old, participating so many of the clinical trials and research 
in addition to patient care. NNAC is named to honor Jim Nantz, CBS iconic 
sports broadcaster’s father also named Jim who was treated at Houston 
Methodist during his 13-year challenge with Alzheimer’s disease.

Ken who was Jim Nantz’ broadcast partner during a portion of Ken’s 35 
years at CBS was a true champion both as an amateur and professionally. He 
played on USA teams in Walker Cup, Ryder Cup and captain of a President’s 
Cup team. He was also known as a “first gentleman in golf,” especially at 
Bel-Air Country Club.  While Phil may not have that type of accolade, he 
certainly shares Ken’s commitment to “giving back” and is proud to be the 
recipient of the 2025 Ken Venturi Spirit of Giving award at Friend of Golf.
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proudly supports

Friends of Golf
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proudly supports

Friends of Golf

PREMIUM TEE SPONSOR

www.andersonrealestate.com
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Congratulations  
to FOG

for years of dedication  
to junior golf...we’re proud  

to support you.

TEE SPONSOR
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Congratulates 

PHIL FRENGS 
on receiving the  

Ken Venturi Spirit of Giving Award
May you continue to be an inspiration  

to the entire community
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Thank you to FOG  
for all that you do  
and congratulations  
to the deserving 
honorees

Phil Frengs and  
Sahith Theegala

DISH-SLING-BOOST MOBILE
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Proud
Supporter

of
Friends of Golf
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FPA Proudly
Supports

Friends of  Golf
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Proud to Support 
Friends of Golf

and
Congratulations 

to this year’s 
Honoree

Sahith Theegala
Garrett Q. Bland 

Private Wealth Advisor

1999 Avenue of the Stars, Suite 2400 
Los Angeles, CA 90067 

310-788-2190

Morgan Stanley Private Wealth Management, a division of  
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC. CRC 5698349  7/23
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We are happy to support 
the next generation  

of golfers.

Bob Schiele  
and Diane Brinson

SCHIELE FAMILY FOUNDATION
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PROUD SUPPORTER OF
FRIENDS OF GOLF
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2025
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aubergeresorts.com/
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MAJOR PRIZE DONORS

CLUBHOUSE & ON COURSE PRESENCE

Jason Kartalis
MAJOR FOOTWEAR 

PARTNER

Chip Brewer & Jason Finley 
MAJOR EQUIPMENT 

PARTNER

John O’Donnell & Matt Ferrer
MAJOR APPAREL 

PARTNER

Adam Caldecott 
& Steve Howard

Bill O’DonnellBrandon Badalato

John O’Donnell & Matt Ferrar

Greg Penske &
Brooke Perez Kevin Gigax

Brett Graham & Tim Perkins

Sam Jung
Jason Allen & 

Jackie Kerrigan

Lois Hancock

Neal Hubman

Mr. Jinho Lee

Will Carswell

Monica Epstein

Jacqueline Nelson

Liz Mazzei



TEE PRIZE DONORS
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Chip Brewer & Jason Finley
Corey Fisk & Shane Voelker

Anthony Guagliano

William KeenanJohn O’Donnell & Matt Ferrar David Ponce

Ron Shaw &  
Ricky Martin

Coach Michael Beard Jesse Taylor
Melissa Scott

Troy Denslow
Steve Hurtig & 
Robert OgdenJason Kartalis

Brian & Tim KennedyScott Stone
Jack Curry &  

Raymond Scott
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SPECIAL FRIENDS

TEAM PRIZES

Brian DauerJJ Musty Kyle Murao

Steve Mehigan

Rick Neuheisel
Guest Interviewer

Kevin Gigax
Sydney Jenkins

Nikki Gatch & 
Anthony Leone

Greg Penske 
FOG Board Member

Jason Block &  
Brandon Tallman

Tom Debrowski 
FOG Board Member

Lydia Choi

Paul Lester
Photographer

Carrie Forsyth
HOF Coach

David Houck 
FOG Board Member

John Morris
FOG Board Member

Sam Lagana
Master of Ceremonies
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AUCTION DONORS (NON-TRAVEL)

Troy O’Sullivan
Allen Terrell Mossimo Giannulli &  

Nicole Castrogiovanni

Michael DiazDylan Kirichkow JJ Musty

Bobby Patton &  
Cheryl Rampy

Alicia Martello & 
 Jordan Nelson

Neal Hubman

William Keenan
Karen Ford

Nick Baker
Amye Kurson Katie Dare

Lydia Choi
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AUCTION DONORS (NON-TRAVEL)

Eddie Erkmanis

We also thank those who contributed auction packages after our print deadline.  
You are all appreciated!

Armen Kirakossian 
& Alicia Um-Holmes

Troy Denslow

Justin Silverstein Ron Shaw &  
Ricky Martin

Bill Kingore &  
Todd Melrose

Jens Weiden &  
Dedan Brozino

Gene Graham &  
Barry BrewsterMichael Beard

Drew McDurmon &
Andy Renshaw

Greg Penske 
FOG Board Member

Rachel Feltner Noelle Zavaleta

Karen Ford
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Famed Heisman Trophy (1940) football great Tom Harmon 
realized one of his final dreams posthumously, as he died a few 
weeks before the April 23, 1990 presentation of the first Ben 
Hogan Trophy. 

Bel-Air member Harmon, as the 1989 Chairman of the Friends 
of Golf Tournament, was determined to create an award along 
the lines of his own Heisman Trophy. As a tribute to greatness 
in his new love, the game of golf, Tom was able to gain the 
endorsement of his friend, the immortal Ben Hogan. 

Hogan’s mystique identifies with excellence through dedicated 
and tireless pursuit of perfection. This identity is transferred to 
the beautiful Waterford crystal trophy displayed at Bel-Air. 

Annually, until 2001, the college Golf Coaches Association of America selected 
the top college golfer-academic as the winner of the Hogan Trophy. The Colonial 
Club, in Hogan’s home town of Ft. Worth, joined FOG as a co-sponsor. The top 
amateur golfer, as selected by the GCAA, is presented the Hogan Award annually 
in May at the Colonial Club. The permanent trophy, a replica of which is given 
to the college represented by the winning player, remains at its base at Bel-Air 
Country Club. 

Ben Hogan’s passing in 1997 brought a most remarkable golfing career to an end; 
but the Trophy carrying his name will preserve the memory of the man and his 
extraordinary achievements, together with honoring the young golfers who have 
combined golfing and academic achievement, something Hogan would have wanted. 

On May 19, 2025, FOG, the GCAA, and The Hogan Trophy Award Foundation 
announced Florida State junior Luke Clanton, the No. 1 player in the World Amateur 
Golf Ranking (WAGR), had been selected as the 2025 recipient of the Ben Hogan 
Award presented by Baird. He is the second Seminole ever to win the honor, joining 
John Pak (2021).The other finalists were North Carolina’s David Ford and Auburn’s 
Jackson Koivun who received the honor in 2024. All three finalists attended the 
black-tie dinner at Colonial Country Club in Fort Worth, Texas.

THE BEN HOGAN TROPHY

TOM HARMON                     BEN HOGAN
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FOG’S ILLUSTRIOUS COUNCIL OF HONOREES

COLLIN MORIKAWA 
2022

DOTTIE PEPPER 
2024

JULI INKSTER 
2023

MAX HOMA 
2023
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FOG’S ILLUSTRIOUS COUNCIL OF HONOREES

SIR NICK FALDO 
2018

JIM FURYK 
2018

PATRICK CANTLAY 
2018

LORENA OCHOA 
2018

PETER KOSTIS 
2021

BROOKS KOEPKA 
2019
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FOG’S ILLUSTRIOUS COUNCIL OF HONOREES

PHIL MICKELSON 
2015

BUTCH HARMON 
2014

JERRY PATE 
2016

BRYSON DECHAMBEAU 
2016

DUSTIN JOHNSON 
2017

JOHN COOK 
2016
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FOG’S ILLUSTRIOUS COUNCIL OF HONOREES

ANNIKA SÖRENSTAM 
2009

JOHNNY MILLER 
2008

DAVID LEADBETTER 
2011

ROCCO MEDIATE 
2010

LUKE DONALD  
2013

ERNIE ELS 
2012
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FOG’S ILLUSTRIOUS COUNCIL OF HONOREES

DAVE STOCKTON 
2005

SCOTT SIMPSON 
2005

GENE LITTLER 
2006

AL GEIBERGER 
2005

STEVE PATE 
2007

KATHY WHITWORTH 
2007
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FOG’S ILLUSTRIOUS COUNCIL OF HONOREES

GARY PLAYER 
2002

AMY ALCOTT 
2002

BOB ROSBURG  
2003

DUFFY WALDORF 
2003

JOHN ANDERSON 
& EDDIE MERRINS 

2004

TOMMY BOLT 
2003



72

FOG’S ILLUSTRIOUS COUNCIL OF HONOREES

COREY PAVIN 
1999

MARK O’MEARA 
1998

PAYNE STEWART 
2000

FRED COUPLES 
1999

TONY JACKLIN 
2001

BILLY CASPER 
2001
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FOG’S ILLUSTRIOUS COUNCIL OF HONOREES

DEANE BEMAN 
1995

JOHNNY MILLER 
1994

JIM MURRAY 
1996

SAM SNEAD 
1995

TOM LEHMAN 
1997

PETER JACOBSEN 
1996
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FOG’S ILLUSTRIOUS COUNCIL OF HONOREES

RAYMOND FLOYD 
1990

HALE IRWIN 
1990

DAVE STOCKTON 
1992

JACK NICKLAUS 
1991

KEN VENTURI 
1993

CHI CHI RODRIGUEZ 
1992
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FOG’S ILLUSTRIOUS COUNCIL OF HONOREES

LEE TREVINO 
1985

ED MERRINS 
1984

ARNOLD PALMER 
1987

BYRON NELSON 
1986

BEN CRENSHAW 
1989

GREG NORMAN 
1988
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In 2012, for the first time in its history, Friends of Golf (FOG) created the inaugural 
Ken Venturi “Spirit of Giving” Award to honor Ken Venturi and his commitment 
to be an inspiring and motivating force for young golfers everywhere. Ken was a 
friend of FOG for many years—almost since its inception. Through the years, he 
graciously contributed his time to support the mission of FOG by attending the 
event every year, conducting clinics for the players, and attracting many of the 
top professional golfers to contribute their time and interest to fostering good 
will for the young amateur and college golfer.

Each new year, FOG will honor another individual who represents similar values 
and devotes their life to giving and inspiring young golfers everywhere. It is clear 
that an award for giving should be named after Ken Venturi and that those that 
follow in receiving the “Spirit of Giving” Award are recognized through his name.

“SPIRIT OF GIVING” AWARD
NAMED AFTER KEN VENTURI
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FOG’S ILLUSTRIOUS COUNCIL OF HONOREES

JOE FIELDS
2024

AL MICHAELS 
2022

TOM ADDIS III 
2023



78

PAST “SPIRIT OF GIVING” RECIPIENTS

JOSEPH SINDELAR 
2019

ROBERT FRENCH 
2018

BRENT GLEDHILL 
2021

TOM DEBROWSKI 
2019
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MIKE STRAMAGLIO 
2014

JIM NANTZ 
2011

ELY CALLAWAY 
2015

OLIVER G. (CHIP) 
BREWER III 

2015

PAST “SPIRIT OF GIVING” RECIPIENTS

BOB SOMERS 
2017

RICK TAYLOR 
2016
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COACH JOHN WOODEN 
2006

HOOT MCINERNEY 
2005

DIGGER PHELPS 
2007

PETER UEBERROTH 
2009

PAST “SPIRIT OF GIVING” RECIPIENTS

GREG PENSKE 
2008

KEN VENTURI 
2010





www.friendsofgolf.org


